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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 135465 
ORIGIN PPTE-00 

INFO OCT-01 CA-01 ISO-OO SIG-03 MMO-04 AF-10 ARA-14 
EA-12 EUR- 12 NEA-11 10-14 /082 R 

DRAFTED BY PPT/FM: DLEACH:CPS 
APPROVED BY PPT/F: FGRANDO 
AF/W :BSKIRKPATRICK (BY PHONE) 

CA:PMURPHY (BY PHONE) 

002495 271127Z/14 

R 2623 10Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR POSTS 

UNCLAS STATE 135465 

PASSPORT, INFORM CONSULS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN 

SUBJECT: VISA PROCUREMENT FOR BENIN 

REF: COTONOU 476 AND 511 

1 . AMEMBASSY COTONOU ADVISES THAT FRENCH FOREIGN SERVICE 
POSTS WILL NO LONGER ISSUE VISAS FOR BENIN. ONLY NEARBY 
BENINESE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS ABLE TO ISSUE VISAS FOR BENIN 
ARE IN LAGOS, ACCRA, AND NIAMEY. ACCRA RECENTLY REFUSED 
VISAS FOR SOME AMERICAN APPLICANTS, AND LAGOS TOLD RECENT 
APPLICANTS THEY MUST WAIT TEN DAYS FOR CHECK IN COTONOU 
BEFORE VISA CAN BE ISSUED. NO RECENT DATA ON EASE OF 
GETTING VISAS IN NIAMEY. 

2. AS A TEMPORARY MEASURE, THOSE ARRIVING AT FRONTIERS AND 
AIRPORT ARE BEING PERMITTED TO ENTER WITHOUT VISA, BUT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 135465 

MUST REPORT TO IMMIGRATION OFFICE AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

ANY VISA-LESS TRAVELERS TO BENIN SHOULD NOTIFY AMEMBASSY 
COTONOU AT LEAST THREE WORKING DAYS IN ADVANCE, TO PERMIT 
TIME FOR CONSUL TO ARRANGE ENTRY. 

3. EXPIRATION DATE: INDEFINITE. VANCE 
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Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Remarks: 
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Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 
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Expiration: 
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Handling Restrictions: 
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ISecure: 1 
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Litigation Codes: 
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